R INTRODUCTION TQ-DOCUMENTATION'(GOLEDgV)j'

ican prasence in South Vietnam rapidly expanded 1n 1965;; 
' the need for an adequate inventory of combat matariel s
ped to and used 1n that country.

, military personmel remembered how after the Normandy
ndings in 1944, ammunition and othar vital materie
Tt supply 1argaly due, they said; o .an inadequa

and |planning system. Then the amount of ammunition ‘ ‘
required and in what COndition was little more than’ duc ‘
guess work.: Because Vietnam was a- counterinsurgeney war ng
was |crucial, '

- requiring data which answered the knotty: qu
ut how much ammunition was being consumed and in what
ditions and how much materiel was going to be re
elop these answers, the United States ‘Army -Combat Di

mand (CDC) dqvelope the data baaa Combat Operationﬁ
2 Expenditura Data- Vietﬁam (COLED v> in 1966

CEG perceived that th wWar. called for a data base to b”
_Army the Army: comgat units to forocast the loss .a
‘expenditure of its eq¢ipment and ammunition There we
available from other wars but they had been convention
 The planners of COLED-V wanted combat loss data to rela
‘ tions under which the losses ocecurred. Furtharpu
mption data would have to include elements rels
|of operations, type of war, and intensity of ‘comba
Chief of Staff was convinced that “"gathering in
nam will produae an acceptable and valid Data Bank
e used for revising or substantiating rates of lo

nditures for forecasting materjel and ammunition roql
-unterinsurgemcy type of war. " 4 :

)
1

ining data on U S Army troops only, the COLED-V proj
to input 7000 repords per month in 1966. That ®oon w:
assed, for soon as| many as 30,000 per month ‘were b

ithe system So" much data were being ‘added to CO 2
rogram could not hccommodate ity Between 1966« 1969;‘
sified and the American involvement along with ft. ¥
TET offensive in 1968, -changes in migsians, and Qt&‘
target analyses requiréd revisions in the collectiqm’

.nThe effects of déy light or. darkness on combat¢,f
nov included as cﬁucial data elements

n man’ team,'stationed at the COLED Y data collq&
‘tnam,.began procassing the information as it vas
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'ftheﬁ{tln addifibn,,the team was responsible for revi

. where materisl should g would be ‘more 1ogic41 If'the
- the w}r changed or if there were to be a phase out of

f/matervel vas

 ?was using the informaticn to help predi&t ammunition ¢o
:g{for their purposes.,’ : ; e R '

 ‘,$he,COLED v project vas | transfarred to’ the U s, Armyl
+Command: (HGDESCOM) in Ghambersburg, Penmsylvania, in

~readabil

vpoéumq tation Package p#epared by Michael T. Meier,_
Admini

8, extracting information,~editing,ﬁand verifying G
mation. ‘They visited Army units, assisted in mwnitoring the;
rting system, and provided COLED- V feedback data to major
ands in Vietnam -~ After collected the data were cross-u~“"*
ked with that of the Army Materiel Command (AMC). et
ractor,. in this case, Research Analysis Corporation, re‘uced,~
ata and processed it into its final form. A generous & ount
g,érmation was provided that proved to be the backbone for
}mtical tables on rounds of ammunition: axpended;per we,
i 5y, expenditures versus losses, and expenditurésgby'm‘

‘fore, predictions of comsumption had been based,[pc_
1t issued. Allocatibn of this type cqmld resultffj
Ibution of materiel. Since COLED-V. depended upon
'j;xpenditure reésults and the condithons under whichit
sumption took: place,ithe thinking was that prediction‘

the COLED-V data could be used to determine“h@~
.2in the pipaline" Ifua phase down oc

e Branch (NNSR), | ‘National Archivss and Record
tration, Jamuary 1988 : : 5




